Bone marrow findings on magnetic resonance images of the knee: accentuation by fat suppression.
Long TR/double spin-echo magnetic resonance images of the knee were obtained with and without the use of fat suppression techniques in seven patients with high signal intramedullary lesions. Comparison between images was performed qualitatively and quantitatively. Contrast-to-noise ratios between focal defects and surrounding fatty marrow were higher with fat suppression in all cases. The mean contrast-to-noise ratio for images obtained with fat suppression was 53.6, while for images obtained without fat suppression the mean contrast-to-noise ratio was 17.3 (p less than 0.01).